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COMING TO LITHUANIAIn  the past  couple  of  years,  the number 
of  foreign cit izens liv ing in  Lithuania 
has been steadi ly  increasing.  Some 
come as family  members of  Lithuanian 
cit izens,  whi le  others  come to study 
or  work.  Here you wi l l  f ind the basic 
information about  coming to  and liv ing 
in  Lithuania.

they are working in Lithuania (in which 
case health insurance contributions are 
automatically deducted from their salary);

you are considered a permanent resident 
of Lithuania (i.e. you have declared 
Lithuania as your place of residence and 
live here for more than 185 days per year);

they lose or quit their job after working 
for at least six months in Lithuania 
(in which case they can apply to the 
labor exchange and be insured).

you can prove that you have ties with 
Lithuania (e.g. you have an employment 
contract, a certificate confirming that you 
or your children are enrolled at a school in 
Lithuania, a marriage certificate etc.).

The most common reasons for coming to 
Lithuania are tourism, studies, work, and 
family reunification.

The documents that you need depend on your 
reason for coming to Lithuania. You can find 
more information on this topic on our website 
www.renkuosilietuva.lt/eng or in the Living 
in Lithuania as a Foreigner leaflet.

The Lithuanian language is not easy to master. One 
way of doing this is online. The Let’s be friends 
website is a great place to learn Lithuanian for free, 
with the help of various assignments and guidance 
from a designated teacher. 

Another option is enrolling in a language school. 
These can be private or organized by education 
centers in municipalities or universities. Schools 
vary in terms of prices, the size of the groups, and 
the duration of studies. You can find a list of schools 
on our website (www.renkuosilietuva.lt/eng)
 by entering “Lithuanian language courses for 
foreigners” in the search bar.

Licenses issued in EU countries

If your driver’s license was issued by an EU 
Member State, it is valid throughout the EU. 
Therefore, you can use it until it expires and 
then replace it with a Lithuanian license. 

Licenses issued in non-EU countries

Licenses that are issued in countries that 
have ratified the Vienna Convention on Road 
Traffic continue to be valid in Lithuania until 
the holder becomes a permanent resident 
(i.e. has a declared place of residence and 
lives in the country for more than 185 days per 
year). Drivers who have licenses from other 
countries must carry an international driver’s 
license along with their national license. 

After 185 days, these drivers are required 
to take theory and driving tests at Regitra 
(the driver and vehicle licensing authority), 
where they will also have to provide a valid 
medical certificate and first aid certificate 
(which can be obtained at most private and 
public medical institutions). They must also 
present their national (and international, 
where required) driver’s license, as well as a 
Lithuanian translation of the license.

There is no need to take an exam – all you have 
to do is to go to Regitra (the driver and vehicle 
licensing authority), provide a medical certificate 
(which you can get at most private or public 
medical institutions), and apply for a new license.

Before applying for a national (D) visa or a 
temporary residence permit, a person must 
already have health insurance. 

HEALTH INSURANCE

LANGUAGE

DRIVING IN LITHUANIA

Contacts

Free helpline:

8 800 22 922 (in Lithuania) 
+370 5 251 4352 (from abroad)

mic@iom.lt
www.renkuosilietuva.lt
Facebook.com/RenkuosiLietuva

Photo taken by TADAS KAZAKEVIČIUS
Photos and font used in the leaflet where designed by 
creative Lithuanian artists to celebrate our country’s 
beautiful simplicity and natural charm.

Foreign nationals can have his/her health 
insured/inare entitled to Lithuanian health 
insurance if:

You can get a Lithuanian license if:

For more information about 
licenses visit www.regitra.lt/en

http://www.renkuosilietuva.lt/eng
http://www.renkuosilietuva.lt/eng
http://renkuosilietuva.lt
http://www.facebook.com/RenkuosiLietuva/
http://www.regitra.lt/en


WORKING IN LITHUANIA

Find an employer in Lithuania and 
agree upon employment conditions;

Go through the verification process at 
the Lithuanian Labor Exchange (send the 
documents to your employer and they 
will submit them to the Labor Exchange);

Once you receive a work permit, apply for 
a national (D) visa or a residence permit 
at a Lithuanian Embassy or the migration 
service (if you are legally in Lithuania).

#1

#2

#3

The process for EU citizen who would like to 
live and work in Lithuania for more than three 
months is quite straightforward – you simply 
have to apply for an EU residence permit (those 
who get an EU family member residence card 
are not required to get this document). 

In order to get the permit, you need to contact 
your local migration service and provide an ID 
and an employment contract. 

The process may differ depending on your 
situation. For instance, if you are highly qualified 
and your employer agrees to pay you three 
times the average salary in Lithuania, then the 
process is much faster and you will be eligible to 
receive a residence permit for up to three years 
(also known as a “blue card”). In other (more 
common) cases, people apply for work permits 
and national visas that are valid for one year. 

The process can also be easier and faster for 
people who have skills that are in high demand 
in Lithuania (in which case they can skip the 
Labor Exchange verification). The entire 
process can last anywhere from six weeks to six 
months, depending on the individual situation.

In any case, the process has a lot of details 
and nuances, so we encourage people to visit 
our website (search: “third country citizen 
employment”) or contact our consultants 
directly via renkuosilietuva.lt/eng

If you are a non-EU citizen who would like 
to work in Lithuania, you have to take the 
following steps before coming to Lithuania:

EU CITIZENS

For more information, visit: 
www.migracija.lt EU citizens.

NON-EU CITIZENS

http://renkuosilietuva.lt/eng
http://www.migracija.lt

